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SUBJ: CONVERSATION WITH ZANU REPRESENTATIVE 

1 . SUMMARY: AMBASSADOR YOUNG MET WITH EDDISON ZVOBGO, 

ZANU DEPUTY MINISTER OF INFORMATION ON AUGUST 2. ZVOBGO 
ASKED IF THERE WOULD BE NEW EFFORT TO SOLVE PROBLEMS IN 
ZIMBABWE NOW THAT NAMIBIA EXERCISE WAS OVER. HE CHIDED 
YOUNG THAT LOW AND GRAHAM HAD GONE TO MAPUTO "PREACHING 
TO THE CONVERTED" REGARDING AN ALL-PARTIES CONFERENCE. 

HE EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE THAT THE PATRIOTIC FRONT WAS 
PREPARED TO MOUNT A MAJOR COORDINATED "TETE OFFENSIVE” 

DURING THE OCTOBER RAINY SEASON WHICH WOULD DEMONSTRATE 
THAT THE INTERNAL REGIME DID NOT HAVE CONTROL OF THE 
COUNTRY AND COULD NOT CONDUCT ELECTIONS. HE ALSO 
EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT SANCTIONS REPEAL AND RUMORS OF 
UK EVACUATION PROCEDURES. END SUMMARY. 
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2. AMBASSADOR YOUNG MET AUGUST 2, 1978 WITH EDDISON 
ZVOBGO, ZANU DEPUTY MINISTER OF INFORMATION. ZVOBGO, 

WHO WAS ENROUTE TO CHICAGO TO COLLECT HIS FAMILY 
BEFORE RETURNING TO MAPUTO, INDICATED THAT MUGABE HAD 
NO PLANS TO STOP IN THE U.S. ON HIS RETURN TO MAPUTO 
FROM CUBA. 
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3. ZVOBGO SAID LOW AND GRAHAM HAD COME TO MAPUTO 
"PREACHING TO THE CONVERTED" AND ZANU HAD ENCOURAGED 
THEM TO GO BACK TO SALISBURY TO TALK TO SMITH AND 
COMPANY SINCE THEY WERE THE ONES WHO REJECTED THE ALL 
PARTIES CONFERENCE. 

4. ZVOBGO SAID THE PATRIOTIC FRONT HAD BEEN CONCERNED 
ABOUT THE HELMS AMENDMENT AND ITS POTENTIAL EFFECT ON 
THE NEGOTIATING INITIATIVE. YOUNG EXPLAINED THE U.S. 

POSITION ON THE AMENDMENT, THE ADMINISTRATION S DIFFICULTY 
IN DEFEATING IT, AND THE ROLE BISHOP MUZOREWA PLAYED 

IN LOBBYING FOR ITS PASSAGE. 

5. ZVOBGO MENTIONED UK MP JOHN DAVIES' VISIT TO 
SALISBURY AND THE SUBSEQUENT ARTICLE HE WROTE IN THE 
DAILY TELEGRAPH ABOUT THE INADEQUACIES OF THE INTERNAL 
SETTLEMENT. ZVOBGO ALSO SPOKE KINDLY OF DAVID OWEN’S 
STATEMENTS WHICH CAST DOUBT ON THE ELIM MASSACRES. 

6. ZVOBGO SAID ZANU WAS DOING EXTREMELY WELL MILITARILY 
IN THE FIELD AND THAT THE BISHOP AND SITHOLE WERE 
DELUDING THEMSELVES INTO BELIEVING THERE WAS A 
CEASEFIRE IN FORCE IN AREAS WHERE THEY 

PLANNED TO ORGANIZE AND TRAIN LOCAL LEADERSHIP. HE SAID 
ZANU WAS PREPARING AND ARMING THE PEOPLE IN THESE AREAS. 
ZVOBGO DOUBTED THAT THE RECENT RAIDS INTO MOZAMBIQUE WERE 
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SUCCESSFUL AND THAT AT BEST, THE RHODESIANS BOMBED AND SET 
FIRE TO SMALL VILLAGES. 

7. ZVOBGO VOICED HIS SURPRISE THAT SMITH PLANNED TO HOLD 
THE TOTAL ELECTIONS DURING THE RAINY SEASON. AND HE 
SEEMED TO TAKE PLEASURE IN THE ADVANTAGE OF SUCH A MOVE 
FOR THE PATRIOTIC FRONT. ZVOBGO SAID THE PATRIOTIC 
FRONT HAD PLANS FOR ITS OWN COORDINATED "TETE OFFENSIVE" 

FOR MID-OCTOBER 1978. 

8. IN DISCUSSING THE ELECTIONS ZVOBGO SAID CHIRAU WOULD 
DO VERY WELL AMONG THE TRADITIONAL TRIBAL CHIEFS AND 
HE EXPECTED SMITH AND CHIRAU TO DO BETTER THAN SITHOLE 
AND THE BISHOP, BUT UNQUESTIONABLY IT WOULD BE AN OVERALL 
FAILURE. 

9. ZVOBGO ASKED IF YOUNG HAD HEARD OF UK PLANS TO RESCUE 
WHITES FROM RHODESIAN AIRPORTS. YOUNG REPLIED THAT 
ALTHOUGH HE HAD NOT HEARD OF ANY SUCH PLANS, HE FELT 
THIS WAS A SUBJECT THAT SHOULD BE DISCUSSED, POSSIBLY 

IN THE UN CONTEXT. 
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10. COMMENT: ZVOBGO'S STYLE IS ONE OF CONSTANT TEASING 
AND ' PUTTING ONE ON." IT IS DIFFICULT TO DETERMINE IF 
HE IS GIVING YOU THE PARTY LINE OR HIS PERSONAL 
OPINIONS. HOWEVER, ON THE PAST THREE OCCASIONS WHEN HE 
HAS SOUGHT ME OUT, I DID FEEL THAT HE WAS COMMUNICATING 
THE OFFICIAL LINE. HE HAS NEVER GIVEN ME THE HEAVY 
RHETORICAL TREATMENT THAT HE HAS GIVEN TO OTHER U.S. 

OFFICIALS. YOUNG 
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